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PART  1 0 .IP, ALTS  * Announce  r 
PMA 


PANGING  OF  HLY.K 


ANNOUNCERS 


Year  Family’s  Food^  This  is  YOUR  program,  brought  to  you 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 0 „ 0 *YQTJR 


program  to  keep  you  up  to  date  on  the  many  factors  that 
influence  YOUR  food  supply. 

And  the  man  who  has  the  answers  to  your  quest  ions* 0 ©and  mine » . . . 
is  your  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  representative, 
Mrc  o .And  what  holds  the  top  spot  on  our  program 


today,  ? 

PMA:  Now  that  we  are  finishing  another  excellent  harvest  season, 

I thought  we  might  sum  up  what  we!ve  done  during  the  past  year 
in  the  way  of  sharing  our  bounty  with  the  hungry  peoples  of  the 
world. 

ANNCR:  A fine  thought,  I Perhaps  we  can  sit  down  to  our 

Thanksgiving  table  with  more  appetite  if  we  know  that  through 
our  efforts  we  have  provided  some  family  overseas  with  a more 
adequate  diet. 

PMA:  And  believe  me,  our  efforts  have  not  been  inconsiderable . 

A great  deal  of  credit  should  go  to  the  farmers  of  this  country 
who  answered  the  call  for  large  amounts  of  food  and  to  all  those 
who  cooperated  loyally  throughout  the  pro.-vam*® 
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amcr: 

I well  remember  when  the  emergency  relief  program  got  under 

way* •••it  was  around  the  first  of  this  year,  wasn*t  it 7 

PMA: 

That*s  right*  We  all  realized  that  countries  in  Europe  and  Asia 

would  need  some  help  after  the  war,  hut  the  full  extent  of  food 

requirements  was  not  recognized  until  about  January  and  February* 

Then  it  was  seen  that  conditions  in  Fur ope  were  much  worse  than 

had  been  expected* — and  droughts  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Danube 

basins,  and  in  South  Africa  and  India  aggravated  the  world  food 

crisis . 

AMCRr 

And  so  the  hungry  nations  looked  to  America  to  supply  most  of 

the  needed  food*  * . .Well,  .iust  how  much  food  have  we  sent  abroad? 

PMA: 

During  the  12-month  period  between  July  1,  1945  to  June  30,  1946, 

we  exported  more  than  17  million  long  tons  of  foodstuffs.  Or.*.* 

to  put  it  a different  way.,,it  would  take  four  freight  trains 

stretching  all  the  way  from  San  Francisco  to  Dew  York  to  carry 

that  food  at  one  time. 

AHRCR: 

That  sounds  like  a whale  of  a lot  of  food  to  mei 

PMA: 

From  our  standpoint — the  standpoint  of  the  exporter-it  was. 

Our  total  overseas  food  shipments  during  this  year  were  more 

than  four  times  as  great  as  the  1935-39  average.  But  this  figure 

might  be  understood  better  if  we  look  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of 

what  it  meant  to  the  people  receiving  the  food. 

amcr: 

For  instance? 

PMA: 

For  instance  these  total  food  exports  were  sufficient  to  provide 

some  250  million  persons  with  500  calories  per  day  for  a period 

of  12  months. 

AMOODCFR: 

That  should  have  been  a help,  anyway. 

PMA: 

Indeed  it  was — and  particularly  in  countries  where  the  average 

food  consumption  was  below  22  hundred  calories — this  supplement 

to  the  diet  often  meant  the  difference  between  life  and  death© 

Affi'CR: 

22  hundred  calories  a day,  hamm?  That’s  pretty  low,  isn’t 

it? 

PMA: 

Por  an  answer  to  that,  I’ll  quote  from  a Pood  and  Agriculture 

Organization  report.  This  report  stated:  UA  daily  supply 

of  22  hundred  calories  at  the  retail  level  is  regarded  as  an 

emergency  subsistence  food  consumption  level  needed  to  prevent 

the  most  serious  under-nutrition  leading  to  disease  and  unrest.” 

AMOUUCHR: 

Ho v/  does  this  bare  minimum  compare  to  the  food  consumption  in 

the  United  States? 

PMA: 

The  available  suirolv  of  calorics  in  this  country  from  1945 

to  194S  amounted  to  33  hundred  a d ay  for  each  person. 

AMCR: 

That’s  quite  a difference! 

PMA: 

And  it’s  a dangerous  difference.  President  Truman  along  with 

leaders  in  world  health  and  nutrition  have  repeatedly  emphasized 

that  peace  cannot  bo  built  in  a world  half  fed  and  half  starving 

AMCR: 

And  so  it  was  in  the  interest  of  peace — as  well  as  for 

humanitarian  purposes — that  America,  contributed  a large  share 

of  the  totaJL  relief  shipments? 

PMA: 

Right.  If  in  war,  America  was  the  ’’arsenaJ.  of  democracy  — 

then  in  the  first  year  of  reconstruction  she  could  be  considered 

as  the  storehouse  of  peace. 

AMCR: 

That’s  a mood  comparison,  , since  I understand  that  we 

were  able  to  make  tiio  largest  food  contributions. 
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PMA: 


AP1TCR: 


P^LA.: 


AIJRCR: 

PMA: 


APITCR: 


pm: 


AMOR; 


PMA: 


AMCR: 


True — but  don‘t  forget  that  we  were  in  a more  favorable 
position  than  most  other  nations.  Other  countries,  through 
UITEBA,  provided  all  they  could  for  the  starving  areas. 

Most  of  the  United  States1  total  food  exports  were  made  through 
U1TEPA,  we ren 1 1 the y ? 

Yes,  of  the  17  million  tons  sent  abroad,  a good  deal  more  than. 

3 and  a half  million  were  received  by  UlTSPA  for  distribution. 
TJlicre  did  the  rest  of  it  go? 

Veil,  Prance  and  French  ITorth  Africa  got  the  next  largest 
amount — some  2 and  a half  million  tons — then  the  United  Kingdom 
and  British  Services  Overseas  received  more  than  a million  tons 
Other  countries  got  smaller  shipments  of  food. 

I suppose  a certain  amount  of  food  was  needed  in  our  occupation 
zones  for  civilian  feeding? 

Yes.  Pearly  3 million  tons  of  food  went  for  civilian  feeding 
by  our  military  in  Europe,  aid  more  than  400  thousand  tons  for 
this  purpose  in  the  Par  Ea.st0 

Uith  all  this  food  going  out  of  the  country,  it  doesn’t  seem 
as  if  there  could  have  been  much  left  for  our  civilians— -and 
yet  I know  we  didn't  go  hungry..® a little  less  flour,  bread... 
oils... But  the  dinner  table  was  always  full! 

Veil,  you  see,  , 17  million  tons  of  exported  food 

sounds  like  a lot— —but  it  amounted  to  slightly  less  than  13  per 
cent  of  the  total  tonnage  of  food  available  to  the  American 
public  between  July  1S45  aid  the  end  of  June  1946.  Civiliais 
in  this  country  received  more  than  83  per  cent  of  that  total. 
Uell  I guess  that  explains  why  we  ate  so  well. 


—5— 


PMiA: 


AHHCR: 

PMA: 

AMCB: 

PMA: 


AiTKCE: 

PMA: 


And  you  did  eat  well*  Believe  it  or  not,  the  civilian  per 
capita  consumpt ion  of  all  foods  in  this  period  was  14  per  cent 
above  the  1935—39  average.  However,  the  consumption  of  certain 
foods — those  needed  for  famine  relief — was  quite  a bit  below 
the  prewar  average. 

You  mean  wc  ate  less  of  things  like  wheat,  fats  and  oils*##*? 

Yes— but  we  more  than  made  up  the  difference  by  substituting 
# 

abundant  foods — vegetables  and  fruits — which  could  not  easily 
b e shippe  d ab  r o ad . 

I can  see  how  it  would  be  easier  to  ship  bulk  foods,  like  grain, 
all  right* 

And  it  is  foods  such  as  cereals,  dairy  products,  and  fats  and 
oils  which  play  the  most  important  part  in  combating  hunger  in  the 
famine— stricken  are  an . However,  we  also  exported  considerable 
quantities  of  other  foods .. .ary  beans  and  peas,  fish,  eggs,  fruits, 
vegetables,  including  potatoes,  sugar  and  neat. 

But  still  wheat  and  flour  made  up  the  largest  part  of  our  shipments, 
didnTt  they? 

Yes,  our  exports  of  more  than  10  million  tons  of  wheat  and  flour 
during  this  13-month  period  are  the  largest  on  record — ten  tines 
the  average  annual  exports  during  1935—39.  But  when  I said  that 
cereals  were  one  of  the  important  hunger— fighting  foods  — I meant 
other  grains  and  grain  products,  as  well.  Bor  example,  our 
substantial  shipments  of  corn  we  re  an  important  addition  to  the 
diets  of  countries  which  customarily  use  this  product  as  food. 


And  rice 


ABCTOEi 


PMA: 


Ab  iii  C R • 

pm*. 

AFiTCR: 

PMA? 


AMCR: 

Pl-IR: 


— 6— 

Rice?  I didn’t  think  the  United  States  produced  enough  rice  to  make 
much  of  an  impression  in  a real  food  crisis. 

Wo  don’t  normally.  Our  production,  as  a rule,  constitutes  less  than 
1 per  cent  of  the  world’s  rice  supplies.  But  the  world  rice  crop 
in  1945-46  v/ as  20  per  cent  "below  prewar — thus  leaving  the  peoples 
of  India,  China* — and  Japan — with  a critical  food  shortage©  In  an 
effort  to  meet  this  need,  the  United  States  quadrupled  its  rice 
exports— and  also  diverted  large  amounts  of  wheat  to  these  countries 
normally  dependent  on  rice  as  a staple, 

Well,  I doubt  if  folks  here  missed  the  rice  wo  exported  very  much* — 

But  meat,  now,  that’s  a different  thing — and  fats  and  oils,., we  all 
felt  the  shortage  there. 

But  don’t  forgot,  our  meat  exports  dropped  to  almost  nothing  enter 
the  middle  of  the  yean — so  you  can’t  lay  the  recent  shortage  to  that©,, 
and  there’s  a world-wide  shortage  of  fats  and  oils,,, 

I.  know— every  housewife  should  continue  to  save  her  used  fads..,, 

Well— it’s  a fine  idea,  although  I wasn’t  going  to  mention  it  this 
t ine . . © «.  Anyway , getting  hack  to  the  subject,  what  I meant  to  add  was 
that  civilian  demand  for  meat,  deary  products,  fats  and  oils  and 
sugar,  lias  increased — and  now  is  considerably  above  prewar  demand* 

In  other  words,  the  foods  most  needed  to  alleviate  hunger  abroad,  were 
the  same  ones  in  great  demand  at  home. 

Just  so.  And  for  this  very  reason  the  government  had  to  step  in. 
Helpful  as  voluntary  measures  were,  a uniform,  direct  program  was 
needed  to  make  sure,  that  enough  food  was  saved  to  meet  our  foreign 
commitments.  And  so  in  February,  new  War  Food  Orders  began  to  bo  used. 
I think  we’re  all  pretty  familiar  with  the  orders  pertaining  to  wheat 
and  flour. 


auhqh 


-7- 


PMA: 


AkhCRs 


afifch: 

PMA: 


AtiiTCR: 

PMA: 


AlfiTCR: 


They  were  more  or  loss  restrictive,  werenlt  thoy? 

Yes#. .and  set-aside  orders  wore  especially  important  in  "buying 
lard,  neats  and  dairy  products  for  export.  These  set-aside  orders 
made  it  easier  for  the  government  to  purchase  needed  amounts  of  food. 
Did  the  government  "buy  most  of  the  food  sent  overseas? 

About  51  per  cent  of  all  the  food  exported  during  the  year  1345—1946 
was  procured  by  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  Some 
27  per  cent  went  through  the  regular  commercial  channels — and  the 
rest  was  through  the  military.  And  before  I forgot  it,  I might 
mention  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  that  after 
the  end  of  this  year,  it  will  Hot  contract  to  purchase  food  for 
ca.si>-pa.ying  foreign  governments — with  the  exception  of  wheat#  In  the 
case  of  wheat,  government  purchases  will  stop  as  soon  as  present 
commitments  have  been  met. 


What  foods  will  bo  affected  by  this  decision? 

1/ell,  since  July,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ha.s  discontinued  buying 


a number  of  foods  * ITow,  by  the  end  of  December,  the  purchase  of 
and  oils,  canned  salmon,  canned  pilchards,  rice,  dried  eggs,  chee 
evaporated  milk  and  dried  milk  also  will  be  returned  to  regular 


iat  s 


so , 


c omme r c i al  channe Is, 

Docs  this  change  affect  ULTESA  any? 

ITo,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  will  still  continue  to  make 
purchases  for  XJ1T2PA.  However,  it  is  expected  that  these  purchases 
which  cover  only  a snail  number  of  commodities  will  be  discontinued 
before  the  end  of  March,  1947. 

Well,  it  looks  a.s  if  the  biggest  part  of  our  emergency  export  program 
is  over.  Docs  that  mean  that  the  food  prospects  in  Duropo  are  looking 
up  a.  little? 
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PMA: 


AEUCP: 

PMA: 


That 1 s pretty  hard  to  answer  "by  a flat  f,yesn  or  Mnou*  Conditions  in 
Europe  have  improved  since  V—E  day,  of  course*  This  yearls  harvest 
is  hotter  than  that  of  1945— but  is  still  20  per  cent  below  prewar 
years*  Some  experts  estimate  that  Europe  will  have  to  import  12 
million  tons  of  bread  grains  for  1946~47<> 

The  so  grains  won't  be  supplied  by  UUIffiA? 

Ho#  UHBPA1  s program  in  Europe  is  finished  at  the  end  of  this  year — 
only  China,  will  continue  to  receive  aid — and  that  for  only  2 or  3 


AEHCH: 


PMA: 


AMC?. 

PMA: 


months . 

Hill  the  countries  needing  additional  food  be  able  to  finance  their 
own  imports? 

That,  too,  remains  to  bo  seen***  alt  hough  an  UUEHA  report  to  the 
United  Hat  ion,  s expresses  fear  that-  they  will  not  be  able  to  do  so* 

The  report  says  that  some  countries,  including  G-reecc,  Yugoslavia, 
Poland,  Albania,  Czechoslovakia,  Italy,  Austria — *and  in  the  Ea.r  East- 
China,  probably  will  not  have  available  sufficient  foreign  exchange 
to  import  needed  foodstuffs  and  at  the  same  time  import  raw  materials 
and  equipment  for  full  industrial  employment* 

That  sounds  as  though  the  world  food  situation  is  still  critical* 

It  is — and  the  United  States  may  still  be  called  upon  for  further 


assistance  * . « 


AEITCP: 

PMA: 


In  that  case,  food  conservation  in  this  country  is  still  necessary* 
Indeed  it  is.**. As  President  Truman  said  in  his  last  report  on  UUHHA, 
ltThe  Congress  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  be  proud  of 
the  contribution  they  have  made  to  the  rehabilitation  of  devastated 
countries  through  UUH3A,  but  we  must  also  realize  that  the  job  has 
not  boon  completed* . we  must  continue  our  endeavors  to  conserve  our 


food  resources . !l 


(M0H3) 


V 


' 
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FMA: 


MEGR: 


(Cont*d)  The  President  also  said  that  as  we  have  been  largely 

successful  in  averting  world  tragedy  during  the  most  difficult 
period  after  the  war,  it  would- — in  his  words — r,be  douhly 
tragic  if  we  were  not  prepared  to  meet  the  less-difficult  task 
ahead*  We  must  he  ready  with  workable  plans  which  will  enable 
the  war-devastated  countries  to  face  the  future  with  confidence 
and  success, n 

And  I’m  sure  that  all  Americans  will  stand  ready  to  help 
in  any  way  possible*  At  least  at  this  Thanksgiving  tine  we 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  hungry  people  in 
Furopc  and  Asia,  have  a little  more  to  bo  thankful  for— due  in 

no  small  part  to  our  efforts*  Our  thanks  to  you,  , 

for  some  of  the  answers  to  questions  in  the  minds  of  the 
Great  American  Family*  Friends,  that  wa,s  your  Production 

and  Marketing  Administration  representative,  . YOUR 

FAMILY1  S FOOL  will  be  presented  again  next  week  at  this  same 
tine*  This  broadcast,  a.  public  so  in'- ice  feature  over  station 

, is  presented  for  farm  and  city  listeners  in  

Your  announcer  has  been  • 


